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Call for Short-term Scientific Missions, GeneHumdi 2026

GenE-HumbDi 2026 Call for applications for Short-Term Scientific Missions
(STSMs) funded by the COST Action CA21113 “Genome Editing to Treat
Humans Diseases” (GenE-Humdi) CA21113.

. Why do we encourage Short-Term Scientific Missions (STSM) within the
framework of the GeneHumdi COST Action?

The board of GeneHumdi is pleased to announce the availability of Short-

Term Scientific Missions (STSMs) through the COST Action program and
encourages researchers to apply. These missions offer researchers the
opportunity to conduct short visits to research institutions or laboratories in
other COST countries, with the aim of strengthening existing networks and
fostering collaboration. STSMs also provide researchers with the chance to
learn new techniques or use equipment, data, and/or methods that may not
be available in their own institution, while contributing to the scientific
objectives of the Action. We strongly urge interested researchers to take
advantage of this unique opportunity to expand their scientific knowledge and
contribute to the advancement of their respective fields.

Participants in the COST Action program's Short Term Scientific Missions

(STSMs) have a great opportunity to focus their work on research topics that
have been highlighted by GenE-Humdi's Working Groups (WGs) or to introduce
new ideas that address the objectives of the project. We encourage researchers
to take advantage of this opportunity to enhance their scientific knowledge
and contribute to the advancement of their respective fields. (Details on the
content and goals of WGs is available in the Action’s Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU).

Guidelines for applicants:

1. Individuals are supported financially with travel grants for Short Term
Scientific Missions (STSMs) offered by GenE-Humdi. Grantees are
responsible for making their own arrangements for travel,
accommodation, and other logistics.

2. STSMs must be completed within the 31 of July 2026. While there is no
maximum duration for visits, the minimum visit should be at least 5 days,
including travel time.

. The deadline for submitting applications is January 5th, 2026.

4. During this period, STSM grants are awarded up to a maximum of 4,000€,
depending on the location and duration of the visit. Applicants are
encouraged to review the Annotated Rules for COST Actions and to
request an amount that is commensurate to the planned length of their
Visit.
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5. The STSM travel grants are open to researchers and innovators who are
associated with a legal entity in a COST Full/Cooperative Member, Near
Neighbour Country, or European RTD.

Application instructions:

1. To apply for an STSM, applicants must utilize the e-COST management
tool. It is mandatory for all applicants to possess an e-COST profile.

2. To apply for an STSM, the applicant must utilize the e-COST management
tool to submit their request. Along with the necessary information
provided on the website, applicants are required to upload specific
documents in a single PDF file:

A brief CV that highlights recent publications.

The STSM proposal outlining the research objectives and methodology.
The requested budget in euros.

A confirmation letter from the host institution.

Applicants who require further information on the submission process via
the e-COST system can refer to the Grant Awarding User Guide.

e After completing the STSM, the recipient must submit a brief report
outlining the results of their visit. The report must be submitted no later
than 30 days following the end date of the STSM, or 15 days after the end
of the Grant Period, whichever comes first. It is important to note that if
the report is not submitted on time, the grant will be revoked. Once the
report has been approved, the grant payment is expected to be processed
within 30 days.

Evaluation of applications:

The GeneHumdi Grant Awarding committee will assess each proposal
individually and provide an evaluation score based on several factors.
These factors include:

a) The clarity of the proposal.

b) The degree to which the proposed STSM complements or contributes to
the strategic priorities and objectives of the Action as defined in the MoU
and align with the Preferential Topics of the call.

¢) The feasibility of the planned work plan and outputs, and the ability of the
STSM applicant to successfully complete the proposed STSM and
disseminate relevant outputs.

It is important that the proposal clearly demonstrates how the proposed
STSM will benefit both the applicant and the Action.

The proposal will be categorized based on its evaluation score, within 5
categories:
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1. Poor: (0-25): The proposal will be considered poor if it is unsound,
incomprehensive, and lacks clear links to any of the WGs

2. Fair: (26-50): A proposal with limited understanding, unclear objectives,
and weak linkage to at least one Working Group

3. Good: (51-75): A proposal is one that is well-linked to at least one WG and
needs input to develop feasible STSM

4. Excellent: (76-100): well-thought-out plan with clear feasibility and
expected outcomes. It is highly relevant to at least one of the WGs

The top proposals with the highest scores will be awarded the STSM grants

Short-Term Scientific Missions (STSM): Preferential Topics
1. Specificity and Off-Target Prediction in Genome Editing Tools

o Comparative studies on the specificity of various genome editing tools
and advanced methods for off-target prediction and validation.

2. Omics Studies in Genome Editing

o Research involving transcriptomics, proteomics, and related omics
technologies to explore genome editing mechanisms and effects.

3. Regulatory Considerations for Human Genome Editing

o Examination of regulatory frameworks and guidelines, focusing
primarily on clinical applications of genome editing.

4. Clinical Applications of Genome Editing

o Investigations into the use of genome editing technologies in clinical
settings, including therapeutic approaches and translational studies.

5. Scientific and Medical Assemblies at the EU Commission

o Participation in assemblies or meetings focused on genome editing
within the framework of the European Commission.

6. Industry Challenges and Regulatory Issues, Including Patent Applications

o Exploration of challenges in industry, regulatory compliance, and
intellectual property protection related to genome editing.

Question and inquiries
Please contact GeneHumdi:
> Chair: Dr. Karim Benabdellah
karim.benabdel@genyo.es
> Co-Chair: Dr. Alessia Cavazza

a.cavazza@ucl.ac.uk

» Grant Awarding Coordinator: Dr. Paula Rio
paula.rio@ciemat.es

> Sci. Comm. Coordinator: Dr. Javier Molina
javier.molina@genyo.es

» Grant Holder Manager: Ms Raquel Soriano
raquel.soriano@juntadeandalucia.es
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